
 
To: Griffin Townsend, Office of the Secretary of Homeland Security 

From: Olivia Worley 

Date: April 13, 2020 

Re: Consultant Update 

 

Dear Griffin, 

  

Please tell Ellery that I need more time to develop my syllabus day report. I began a draft but 

then the mess with Bronstein got so much worse, and I’ve lost valuable work time over it. I 

would tell Ellery and ask for a replacement, but I don’t want her to think I can’t handle this. I 

don’t want her to think that it was a bad idea giving me this project, and that I’m causing her 

unnecessary hassle. I know it’s stupid. I know that I shouldn’t let this worry me because it’s just 

my own internalized sexism talking, and I’m thinking like the uber-feminist Ellery Sanders 

wouldn’t support me. But also I’m worried that she’s just faking it all, and we’re all just faking it 

because we want to do a good job, and we are so deep in bureaucracy that we can’t stand the 

thought of more work or more delegation or more outsourcing. 

 

I’ve filed an official harassment complaint with H.R., but I don’t want Ellery to see it. Please 

don’t tell her. Please. I need to handle this myself. 

  

Here are some of the things that he has said to me, and this is just from today: 

  

 



 

 

 

 

Could you keep this record safe while I wait for the H.R. complaint to go through? I’m trying to 

speed along the investigation, but it could take months. I wish I could talk to you in person. I 

hate doing this informal email thing. 

 

Also, I don’t want to ask too much of this, but if you could maybe email the consultants and 

pretend to be a higher-up so you can tell them off? Maybe they would respect you more than 

me. Maybe they would finally listen. Ugh, I hate being so unsure of things. 

 



 
I miss you. Give my best to your family and your cats (I loved the photos). I hope to talk to you 

on the phone soon, as soon as we aren’t so busy and things stop being so fake. I’ll find a way to 

talk to Ellery as soon as I can. 

 

Miss you, love you, 

 

 

Olivia Worley 

Policy Officer for the Department of Homeland Security 

 
 
 
 


